
                                             SAINT ANTHONY OF PADUA 
                                  A MEMBER OF ST. GEORGE DEANERY 

                                          Fourth Sunday of advent  
    december 21, 2025 
 

 

                           Pastor: Father David L. Ritchie ~ Office: 419-659-2263 ~ Cell~419-234-6976 

     e-mail:  davritch@aol.com 

       Deacon:  Ben Schroeder:  419-615-2632 e-mail:  DeaconBen2025@gmail.com  

         Principal:  Mrs. Amy Holzwart: 419-659-2103 Fax: 419-659-4194 e-mail:  aholzwart@stanthonyschool.info  
      Parish Office:  Mrs. Linda Oglesbee:  419-659-2263 Office Fax: 419-659-5202 e-mail:   linda@stanthonyschool.info  
 Youth Minister:  Nathan Schroeder: 419-969-4894 email: nathanschroeder.91@gmail.com                                
      Coordinator Religious Education:   Maria Kaufman: 419-733-1063 email:  stanthonycre@yahoo.com  

     Assistant Religious Education Coordinator:  Judy Schroeder: 614-706-1265 email: Judyfhc@yahoo.com 
               Parish Office Hours:  Monday Thru Thursday ~ 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Friday ~ 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.                                      
                                  St. Anthony Parish Website:  www.cgstanthony.weebly.com                                                    

                                     St. Anthony School Website:  www.stanthonyschool.info 

Parish ~ www.facebook.com/cgstanthony/ 

School ~ www.facebook.com/StAnthonyofPaduaColumbusGrove/ 

 
******************************************************************************************************** 

“By the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit, St. Anthony’s Parish Mission is  

to bring the love and knowledge of Jesus Christ and His Church 

 to our families, our neighbors and our world.”  

 
******************************************************************************************************** 

Merry Christmas! 
******************************************************************************************************** 

             Mass Schedule 
December  23    Tuesday    6:30 p.m. Mass    No Mass 

December  24    Wednesday   4:00 p.m. Mass     Christmas Vigil ~ {Ryan Gerding ~ The Tom Meyer Family ~ 

                        Deacon Don Siefker ~ Francis & Jean Stechschulte ~ 

          Grant Siefker ~ Gloria & Leo Wrasman ~ Ruth Kruse ~ Lilly Kruse ~ 

            Living & Deceased Members of the Kruse & Stechschulte Families} 

December  24    Wednesday   6:30 p.m. Mass     Christmas Vigil ~ {Connie Ricker ~ Ralph & Marie Ricker ~ 

                 Urban & Dale Warnecke ~ George Ellerbrock ~ John Koch ~ 

              Dick Pohl ~ Living & Deceased Members of the Pohl & Nadler Families} 

December  25    Thursday  10:00 a.m. Mass     Chritmas ~ {Dan Kleman ~ Earl Kleman ~ Tom Buettner ~ 

                Deacon Jim Dunn ~ Julie King} 

December  26    Friday   8:00 a.m. Mass     No Mass 

December  27    Saturday    8:00 a.m.          Rosary 

December  27    Saturday      3:00 – 3:30 p.m.       Confessions                                                                                                    

December  27    Saturday      4:00 p.m. Mass    {Al & Pauline Osterhage ~ Bill & Luella Schumaker ~  

       Diane Meyer ~ Gib & Dolores Meyer ~ Ed & Jeanette Morman}  

December  28    Sunday     8:00 a.m. Mass   {Elaine Schroeder ~ Bea Candler ~ Frank Miller} 

December  28    Sunday   10:30 a.m. Mass      {Living & Deceased Members of the Jerry & Judy Fortman Family}  

  *********************************************************************************************** 

                                                                         Servers 
December  23    Tuesday    6:30 p.m. Mass No Mass 

December  24    Wednesday   4:00 p.m. Mass Brennen Langhals, Caelan Langhals, Easton Stechschulte,  

     Bryce Pingle, Colin Langhals, Carter Troyer 

December  24    Wednesday   6:30 p.m. Mass Ethan Brown, Neil Kaufman, Troy Kaufman 

December  25    Thursday  10:00 a.m. Mass Matt Morman, 1 Volunteer 

December  27    Saturday      4:00 p.m. Mass  Garrett Siefker, Lillian Siefker, Walker Sudlow 

December  28    Sunday     8:00 a.m. Mass Matt Morman, Ethan Basinger, Drew Schroeder 

December  28    Sunday  10:30 a.m. Mass       Mitchell Schroeder, Mariah Schroeder, Kennedy Siefker 

*********************************************************************************************** 

                                                                Lectors 
December  24    Wednesday   4:00 p.m. Mass Children’s Mass     

December  24    Wednesday   6:30 p.m. Mass Hallie Hermiller 

December  25    Thursday  10:00 a.m. Mass Marge Tabler 

December  27    Saturday      4:00 p.m. Mass  Lauren Birkemeier 

December  28    Sunday     8:00 a.m. Mass   Dan Maag 

December  28    Sunday     10:30 a.m. Mass       Lynn Downing 

********************************************************************************************** 
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********************************************************************************************** 

                                                               Eucharistic Ministers 
December  24    Wednesday   4:00 p.m. Mass Deacon Ben, Matt Goubeaux, Ken & Connie Kruse,  

      Rose Schnipke, Children’s Choir – Lisa Langhals 

December  24    Wednesday   6:30 p.m. Mass Deacon Ben, Jason Brown, Diana Kaufman, Marilyn Birkemeier, 

      Gilbert Kaufman, Adult Choir – Maria Kaufman 

December  25    Thursday  10:00 a.m. Mass Deacon Ben, Doug Langhals, Beth Birkemeier,   

         Kate Blue, Deb Siefker 

December  27    Saturday      4:00 p.m. Mass  Deb Siefker, Rose Schnipke, MargeTabler,    

         Karyn Kamphaus, Denny Ricker 

December  28    Sunday     8:00 a.m. Mass   Marilyn Hoffman, Jason Brown, Doug Langhals,   

         Diana Kaufman, Gib Kaufman 

December  28    Sunday          10:30 a.m. Mass         Jenna Goubeaux, Karl Schroeder, Wendi Wenzinger,  

        Nathan Schroeder, Lisa Meuleman, Choir – Alton Kiene 

********************************************************************************************** 

Ushers 
December  24    Wednesday   4:00 p.m. Mass     Darren Siefker, Cody Wagner, David Schroeder, Andy Stechschulte 

December  24    Wednesday   6:30 p.m. Mass     Matt McCauley, 3 Volunteers 

December  25    Thursday  10:00 a.m. Mass     Joyce Seyer, 3 Volunteers 

December  27    Saturday      4:00 p.m. Mass      Cody Wagner, Gary Selhorst, Bill Koch, Bryant Blue 

December  28    Sunday     8:00 a.m. Mass      Jason Koch, Dave Schroeder Jr, Adam Siefker, Andy Stechschulte 

December  28    Sunday   10:30 a.m. Mass      Joey Warnecke, Matt McCauley, Darren Siefker, Mark Selhorst 

********************************************************************************************** 

St. Rita’s Medical Center ~ Gloria Schroeder 

********************************************************************************************** 

                          Parish Activities                                               For The Week of December 14th 
  Adult ~ 162 $    12,238.00 

Merry Christmas!!             Children’s ~ 20                            20.60                

                      12,258.60 

                Other Income                      50,818.28                       

                      Total Income  $    63,076.88  

                       Total Expense          $    55,232.63 

 

**********************************************************************************************  

300 Club Winner ~ December 20th ~Karl & Sue Schroeder ~ Ticket #94 ~ $100.00 

Holiday 300 Club Winner ~ December 20th ~Tom & Jan Altenburger ~ Ticket #165 ~ $100.00 

Christmas 300 Club Winner ~ December 25th ~St. Anthony of Padua School ~ Ticket #250 ~ $250.00 

 

********************************************************************************************** 

Parish Office ~ The parish office will be closed Thursday, December 25th and Friday, December 26th in 

observance of Christmas holiday. 

 

Thank You ~ To all the St. Anthony and CCD students for the cards, pictures and notes that you wrote to those in our 

parish.  These gestures brought such smiles and joy to those who needed them.  Bless you all for your kind 

heartedness! 

 

Special Christmas Gift ~ Thanks to a very generous parishioner, copies of The Seven Pillars of Catholic Spirituality 

by Matthew Kelly are available at the entrances of the church. 

 

ACA Update ~ The Diocese of Toledo is pleased to announce that the 2025 Annual Catholic Appeal has officially 

surpassed its goal of $3.25 million! We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all parishioners, pastors, and community 

members whose generosity and prayerful support made this achievement possible. Your commitment strengthens the 

mission of the Church throughout our 19 counties and directly supports vital ministries, outreach efforts, and pastoral 

care. Thank you for helping us continue the work of Christ in Northwest Ohio and standing Together For Good! 

 

2025 Retirement Fund for Religious ~ Our aging religious need your help.  They have dedicated their lives to service 

and caring for those in need usually for little to no pay.  Your donation is crucial to provide critical support for their 

essential care, medicine and daily needs.  Please give what you can.  Envelopes are available at the entrances of the 

church or you can use the envelope provided in your contribution envelopes. 

 

Volunteers for New Year’s Masses ~ A sign-up sheet for Servers, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Ushers for our 

New Year’s Masses is on the table in the back of church.  New Year’s Eve Mass is at 5:00 p.m. and New Year’s Day 

Mass is at 9:00 a.m.  Please sign up by December 21st so the bulletin can be prepared.  Thank you! 

 

Christmas Flower Fund ~ If you would like to make a donation to our Christmas Flower Fund in memory of your       

deceased loved ones, feel free to put their names on the envelope you will find in your contribution envelope packet.             

We will publish the list after Christmas.  Thank you! 

*********************************************************************************************** 



*********************************************************************************************** 

Final Penance Service ~ Monday, December 22nd       Sts. Peter & Paul, Ottawa         4:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

St. Anthony of Padua “Days of Grace” Confession Times 

Sunday, December 21st, After 10:30 a.m. Mass 

Monday, December 22nd, 6:00 p.m. Till 8:00 p.m. 

*********************************************************************************************** 

K of C Beef & Chicken ~ If you are planning to use beef or chicken for your family parties, consider purchasing your 

supplies from our K of C.                                                                               Beef              Chicken       

                     Case of 24 cans ~ 28 ozs. ............................                    $ 220.00            $ 184.00            

                      1/2 Case (12 Cans) ~ 28 ozs. ......................                   112.00                 94.00                

                      Price Per 28 oz. Can ..................................                          9.50                   8.50                  

                     Case of 24 Cans ~ 14.5 ozs. .......................                  124.00               109.00                  

                     1/2 Case (12 Cans) ~ 14.5 ozs. ...................                     65.00                 58.00                 

                    Price Per 14.5 oz. can ................................                         6.00                   5.00                   
Call Dave Ellerbrock at 419-659-5833, Dan Maag at 419-615-2148, Gary Hermiller at 419-642-2645 or Len Kaufman 
at 419-659-6153 to place your order. 
 

Engaged Couples Conference ~ St. Anthony’s Engaged Couples Conference will be held Saturday,              

March 7, 2026 from 8:30 a.m. until Mass at 4:00 p.m.  Cost of the day is $50.00 per couple.  Any couples interested, 

please call the parish office at 419-659-2263.   

 Payment can be dropped off or mailed to the parish office or can be made the morning of the conference. 

 

The Mustard Seed at St. John's (Glandorf) ~ Appreciates your continued patience and prayers as God allows us time 

to develop the ministry and mission of the gift shop.  We're moving ahead with our preparations.  Please follow The 

Mustard Seed at St. John's on Facebook and Instagram for information and updates. 

   

Your Blood Is Needed ~ I’m sure that you are tired of hearing this BUT blood is always in demand. Sometimes it’s 

needed for people who have been in accidents or have a medical issue and need blood on a regular basis. Think about 

if someone in your family was in need but there wasn’t the right blood type on hand. Perhaps you’ve been told in the 

past that you aren’t able to donate, things have changed over the years. One way to find out is to make an appointment 

at our next blood drive being held at the American Legion on Tuesday, December 30th from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Contact Callie Pingle at 419-230-2850 or Jade Roeder at 419-234-2302. These high school girls are sponsoring this 

important event. 

 

Celebrating The Sanctity of Marriage ~ On Sunday, February 15th at St. Gerard Church, Lima.  Mass will be at 

3:30 p.m. followed by Dinner at 5:00 p.m. in the St. Gerard Church Hall.  Dance begins at 6:00 p.m.  Tickets are $40 a 

couple.  Cash Bar.  RSVP by January 26th.  Contact Marilyn at 567-204-4745 to purchase your ticket.   

 

The 23rd Msgr. Jerome E. Schmit Youth Foundation Dinner ~ Featuring Tim Berta, survivor of the 2007 Bluffton 

University baseball bus crash and author of Fielder’s Choice: Honoring Fallen Teammates from Bluffton University - 

will be held on Thursday, February 19th at the Pinnacle in Maumee.  This foundation benefits the CYO Athletic 

program, the Youth, Young Adult & Campus Ministry programs, and the Catholic Club, as well as providing 12 

partial scholarships to metro-Toledo area Catholic high schools annually.  Tickets are $60 each and may be ordered 

through the Catholic Club website (www.CatholicClub.org). Please email MSYFinfo@gmail.com with questions. 

Sponsorship packages are also available. 

*********************************************************************************************** 

******CCD HIGHLIGHTS****** 
CCD Classes ~ There will be CCD this Sunday, December 21st

 
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. There will be no CCD class 

Sunday, December 28th. 

*********************************************************************************************** 

A Note from Deacon Ben......... 
Dear St. Anthony Family, 

 

Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent, and Christmas is quickly approaching. Joseph finds out that Mary is 

pregnant and through a dream is told how this has happened. That must have been one powerful dream to 

believe such a thing. I try to imagine what Joseph was going through or thinking after that dream and until the 

birth of Christ. “How is this child going to change my life… Mary’s life… everyone’s life?”  I can only imagine 

that Joseph had to be almost as “full of Grace” as Mary to be prepared for and to handle what was to come… 

to be ready to be the perfect stepfather to the Son of God. 

There are only a few days left until Christ’s arrival on Christmas, and His arrival changes everything. He has 

come on a mission to rescue the human race and in joy we should join the angels saying: “Glory to God in the 

highest and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.” 

I pray that you have a peaceful and joyful Christmas and Christmas season, and during all the get-togethers 

and celebrations that we keep Christ in mind. 

Love, Deacon Ben 
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 Falcon                      News

In an ever changing world, Jesus Christ is the everlasting reason St. Anthony of Padua School exists.

Calendar of Events

December 22 - January 2 - NO SCHOOL
January 5 - Welcome back to School
January 9 - End of 2nd Quarter
January 12 - Hot sandwich 
January 16 - Hot lunch, report cards home

We are incredibly proud of Mrs. Farthing and all of our students who performed in our 
school Christmas program this year!  Their careful detective work helped us all discover 

the real reason for the Christmas season.

Mystery at Christmas Manor


